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Melanoma Canada (formerly, Melanoma Network of Canada) was
founded in 2009 by Annette Cyr, three-time melanoma survivor,
in response to a lack of meaningful information and support. The
organization quickly became the leading national resource for the
melanoma and skin cancer patients.
Melanoma Canada is thrilled to launch our new name and brand
(coming in 2022) with a renewed commitment and focus to provide crucial education, prevention programs, and support services
for the patient, caregiver, and clinical community. The organization
will continue to unite the voice of the melanoma and skin cancer
community, advocating for improved care and access to new and
improved treatment options.

MESSAGE FROM THE
CHAIR, ANNETTE CYR

This past year was another of triumphs and challenges for Melanoma Canada. We say triumphs, as
we have grown our services and delivered on our
promise of helping patients, their families and our
physician community amidst the overwhelming
challenges of the pandemic. We continue to develop and deliver leading edge education, awareness,
patient programming and support services and have
been a powerful voice for melanoma and skin cancers treatment and access.
However, there remains a growing challenge for
those who continue to be caught in delays with
treatment or diagnosis. In the last two years, there
are likely thousands of patients who have gone
undetected and undiagnosed due to the lack of
access to their doctors or other health care providers. Our cancer specialists are bracing for a wave of
patients presenting with more advanced disease due
to delays in both screening and diagnostic testing
during the pandemic. Some people may have put off
seeking medical attention because they were afraid
of the virus. Others faced delays in getting routine
screening or biopsies.
March 21st was the first day of spring, the Equinox—
marking the perfect balance between dark and light.
We know there are so many reasons to be optimistic
as the days grow longer and the warmth of spring
approaches. We welcome the freedoms that are
coming out of a two-year pandemic and all of the
stresses and strain it has produced. We have reason
for much optimism.

But it is also the truth that many don’t feel that
optimistic right now. Our reality runs contrary to this
spring season that we usually associate with renewal
and warmth. Anxieties darken the mood for many,
with the imbalance and new crisis created with the
war in Ukraine and a geopolitical tipping point that
redefines the world.
So, what can we do? How can we – the collective
we – continue to make positive change? Perhaps our
focus should be on “empathetic care,” the action that
is the care and genuine concern for others. Many
of the problems facing us today are so much bigger
than any of us, but they are not bigger than all of us.
And it does start with what each of us can do.
Melanoma Canada has an ambitious strategic plan
for the next three years. In this strategy, we will undertake efforts to increase awareness of the seriousness of melanoma and skin cancers and the need
for early diagnosis and prevention. We will work with
our stakeholders to help clear the backlog of early
diagnosis, to improve outcomes. Sounds familiar?
We plan on shaking it up. Ask us how?
We want you to join us in changing the landscape for
patients. On creating more balance. Get involved.
Work on embodying empathic care. We all can use a
bit more of it right now.

• Provided timely information regarding
COVID-19 to the melanoma community and
advocated for much needed supports for
Canadians living with melanoma & skin cancer.

HOW YOUR
DONATIONS
FUELED PROGRESS
IN 2021

• 18 Patient Support Meetings support group
sessions for melanoma and skin cancer patients
and caregivers.
• 5 Patient Information Webinars
• New Grief Support - Group and Information
Webinar.
• New Peer2Peer Volunteer Training
Program.
• Expanded Skin of Colour Resources
• 7 New Video Resources providing education
and support through the patient lens.
• 2 New Publications.
0 Helping you Understand Basal Cell
Carcinoma (BCC)
0 Adjuvant Therapies for Melanoma.
• New Medical Education Program
Melanoma Canada partnered with MDBriefcase
to launch Canada’s first online, on- demand 1
hour CME accredited course aimed at educating
front line medical practitioners. ‘Improving Patient Outcomes By Optimizing Skin Cancer Diagnosis and Management’
• Successfully moved Strides for Melanoma
to a virtual platform engaging over 625 virtual
walkers and volunteers taking steps to stop skin
cancer.
• 2 Successful Drug Submissions for advanced
melanoma & basal cell carcinoma

SUPPORT SERVICES
Melanoma Canada continued to respond to the needs of melanoma and skin cancer patients during the COVID-19 pandemic. Patients faced challenges of increased wait times for
physician, dermatology and oncology appointments, delayed treatment, along with the anxiety living with an immune compromised system poses during a pandemic.
Melanoma Canada remained a steadfast and reliable resource for patients across the
country. Our organization always strives to put the needs and well-being of our patient and
caregiver community first. We provided complimentary virtual patient care with our Certified
Professional Cancer Coach, Group Support and Peer-to-Peer Support programs

Support Services Oﬀered by
Melanoma Canada Include:
• One on one support with Certified Professional Cancer Coach
• Telephone
• Email
• Virtual Appointment
• Online Chat
• Online Forum
• Virtual Patient Information Sessions
• Virtual Support Groups
• Peer to Peer Support
• Print and Downloadable Educational Resources
• Education Videos
• Quarterly newsletter

WHATS NEW IN
SUPPORT SERVICES
Peer-to-Peer Support Program
In 2021 Melanoma Canada launched a new Peer-to-Peer support program, improving training for
peer volunteers ensuring they are armed with the skills, knowledge and tools needed to support
patients and caregivers on their melanoma and skin cancer journey. The application developed
offers a more user friendly experience to continue to drive engagement and ensure a high-quality
experience for volunteers using the program. (N.B. this program is currently available in English
only and will be offered in the French language in 2022)

Caregiver Support Group
With the pandemic causing caregivers to feel isolated
with no where to turn, Melanoma Canada launched a
monthly support group dedicated to caregivers, providing an outlet and safe space for caregivers to share
with one another, and learn from each other. For more
information. melanomanetwork.ca/caregiversupport

Private Facebook Support Groups
Our groups provide support and a safe space to patients
and caregivers affected by melanoma and skin cancer to
connect virtually across Canada.
Acral Melanoma Network: facebook.com/groups/mncacral
Uveal Melanoma Network: Facebook.com/groups/mncuveal
Mucosal Melanoma Network: Facebook.com/groups/mncmucosal
Melanoma and Skin Cancer Grief Support: Facebook.com/groups/mncgriefsupport
Melanoma and Skin Cancer Caregiver Support: Facebook.com/groups/mnccaregiver

IMPACT VIDEO
We are proud to bring you IMPACT. A short film that highlights the importance
of family and support during a cancer diagnosis. This film shares 4 stories
from across Canada, of patients facing extraordinary circumstances as they
navigate the impacts of their personal melanoma and skin cancer journey.
Skin Cancer effects over 80,000 Canadians each year, but there are preventative measures and growing treatment options!

WATCH NOW

PATIENT INFORMATION SESSIONS
WEBINAR SERIES
Melanoma Canada’s Patient Information Sessions provide useful education and support to patients
newly diagnosed, those experiencing a recurrence, and to caregivers eager to learn more to help
loved ones. Session topics vary each year and focus on topics of interest to our community based
on survey results gathered at the beginning of each year.
Patient Information Sessions are generously supported by Melanoma Canada’s industry partners:
Bristol Myers Squibb, Innovative Medicines Canada, Merck, Novartis, Pfizer, and Sanofi.

Prevention of Recurrence, Early Detection, and Benefits of Mole Mapping
Number Registered: 421
Number Attended: 185
Number of Video Views: 1,682

Melanoma Treatment Updates and How to Access Clinical Trials
Number Registered: 141
Number Attended: 79
Number of Video Views: 1,799

Uveal Melanoma
Number Registered: 68
Number Attended: 35

Grief and Cancer
Number Registered: 103
Number Attended: 42

The Future of Dermatology – Exploring Virtual Care
Number Registered: 122
Number Attended: 54
Number of Video Views: 46

WATCH, PAUSE, REWIND
PATIENT INFORMATION VIDEOS

Melanoma Treatment Updates 2021

My Stage 4 Melanoma Journey

How to Access Clinical Trials in Canada

Modernizing Canadian Dermatology:
Virtual Care

Dr. Xinni Song, MD, FRCPC

Stephen Sundquist

Living with Melanoma
Chelsea

Brandon Smith

Annie Liu, MD, FRCPC, FAAD

Prevention Of Recurrence, Early
Detection, and Benefits Of Mole
Mapping
Dr. Ben Wiese

SUPPORT BY THE NUMBERS
Patients/Caregivers Served

944

Patients
Supported

650

Support
Calls

100

Caregivers
Supported

2,000+
Support
Emails

4,743

Resources
Provided

64

Online
Support
Chat

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
Melanoma Canada offers a variety of print and downloadable resources available to
patients and caregivers, online and on demand, shipped directly to their home address
and via resource libraries at hospitals, healthcare facilities, and cancer centres. Select
resources can also be found in dermatology clinics across the country. Resources are
available to patients, caregivers, and clinicians free of charge. Melanoma Canada is
proud of our vast information library, helping patients navigate the complexities of a
melanoma or skin cancer diagnosis.

EN 1,712
FR 188

EN 602
FR 59

EN 1,121
FR 51

EN 265

EN 502

WHAT’S NEW IN
RESOURCES
Helping You Understand Basal Cell
Carcinoma (BCC)
Melanoma Canada developed two new print and downloadable resources in 2021. ‘Helping You Understand Basal Cell
Carcinoma (BCC)’ is a detailed brochure that empowers patients with the knowledge of diagnosis, staging, treatment, and
helpful questions to ask your healthcare team. BCC is the most
common type of skin cancer diagnosed, and this resource is a
much-needed tool for Canadian patients, especially coping with
diagnosis during the pandemic. (This resource is currently available in EN with FR version coming in 2022)

DOWNLOAD

Adjuvant Therapies in Melanoma
Melanoma Canada collaborated with Save Your Skin Foundation to develop ‘Adjuvant therapies in melanoma,’ A guide to
navigate treatment options. This brochure is available in EN and
FR and is designed to help Canadian melanoma patients and
caregivers understand if adjuvant treatment is an option, review what adjuvant therapy is and what treatment options are
currently available, and discusses important questions to ask
your healthcare team.

DOWNLOAD

MELANOMA ONLINE
COMMUNITY
Skin Cancer Online Patient And Caregiver Forum
Melanoma Canada’s online discussion forum provided a place to ask questions and offered
insights and information on personal experiences and allowed patients and caregivers to
connect with each other. It is a great way to get a timely response to your questions or
concerns.
2021 visits: 8,007
Page views: 17,352
Most Popular Topic: Nervous waiting for biopsy results

1,400
Registered
Forum Users

Melanoma Patient Connection Newsletter
Melanoma Canada’s e-newsletter is published quarterly and provides updates on the latest
treatment therapies, events, patient stories and issues facing patients in Canada.
Melanoma Canada Website Analytics:
January 1, 2021 - December 31, 2021
Google Analytics report. Total Visits: 304,800
Top Pages
1) Home Page
2) Types of Melanoma
3) Patient Stories
4) Staging Melanoma
5) Patient Forum
6) Stats and Facts
7) 3 Ways to Block the Rays
8) Melanoma Treatment Centres and Practitioners
9) Melanoma Detection
10) Immunotherapies – Keytruda

7,100
Registered
Contacts

ADVOCACY
Submissions to the Pan-Canadian Oncology Drug Review (pCODR)
In 2021, Melanoma Canada provided 2 submissions to aid in the process for determining provincial listing and coverage for the treatment of advanced basal cell carcinoma
and advanced melanoma. The Pan Canadian Oncology Drug Review, (pCODR) is an evidence-based, cancer drug review process in Canada. The pCODR process reviews clinical
evidence, cost-effectiveness, and patient perspectives, and uses this information to make
recommendations to Canada’s provinces and territories (except Quebec) in guiding their
drug funding decisions.
Advanced Basal Cell Carcinoma Treatment
Cemiplimab (Libtayo) – an anti-pd1 immunotherapy indicated for the treatment of patients with locally advanced basal cell carcinoma (laBCC) or metastatic basal cell carcinoma (BCC) previously treated with a hedgehog pathway inhibitor (HHI) or for whom an HHI
is not appropriate. Thanks to the help of our patient community and the submission, As of
October 29, 2021, Libtayo® (cemiplimab) is now approved in Canada for the treatment of
adults with locally advanced basal cell carcinoma (BCC).
Learn More
Advanced Melanoma Treatment
Encorafenib (Braftovi) and binimetinib (Mektovi) – a combination targeted therapy for
patients with the BRAF mutation. This combination therapy blocks the activity of different
molecules within cancer cells that cause the cancer to grow and spread. On March 2nd,
2021, Heath Canada approved funding for this life saving drug for the treatment of patients
with unresectable or metastatic melanoma with a BRAF V600 mutation
Learn More

MELANOMA CANADA MEDICAL
EDUCATION PROGRAM
In February 2021 Melanoma Canada partnered with MDBriefcase to launch Canada’s first online,
on- demand 1 hour CME accredited course aimed at educating front line medical practitioners.
‘Improving Patient Outcomes By Optimizing Skin Cancer Diagnosis and Management’ had the goal
of educating medical practitioners to ensure timely diagnosis by improving the ability to recognize
skin cancers, improve knowledge of biopsy and biopsy techniques, and improve the ability of font
line physicians to effectively manage patients with skin cancer.
Clinicians from every province completed the program. Based on pre/post course survey results,
those who completed the course acquired better knowledge of identifying melanoma and skin
cancer, better ability to select biopsy type, and confirmed their increase in comfort level
diagnosing, treating, and managing melanoma and skin cancer patients.
This education program continues to be offered on the MDBriefcase platform in 2022 under its
new title ‘Skin Cancer: How to Facilitate Early Diagnosis and Treatment

2021 Medical Education Program Results
Registrants: EN 787 FR 92’

Quotes from course attendees

“I found this very helpful as its
one of the most common
consultation reasons in
primary care”

“This is a great programbetter prepared to discuss
with patients”

“As a FP I often have patients
that present with skin lesions this is totally relevant”
“I had a lot of questions
about Melanoma screening and what to look for in
diﬀerent skin types-good
review of biopsy types and
when to use them”

YOUTH SUN SAFETY
In 2021 Melanoma Canada launched a new
and updated version of our Sun Aware Camp
Program. The new program is now being
offered on a new learning management system, proving an improved user experience.
The course is offered to camp directors to assess their sun safety practices, and improve
their understanding of the importance of sun
safety to protect camp staff and campers.
The course offers the tools necessary to create a sun safety policy, and provide further
education to camp staff and parents.
2021 Camp Results (COVID-19 impacted the
number of Camps operating during the 2021
season)
Number of Camps Registered: 21

SUNAWARE.CA

AWARENESS
Educating Canadians on how to prevent melanoma and skin cancer, and how to detect melanoma
and skin cancer are crucial to curbing the increasing number of diagnoses and increasing mortality
rate.

2021 AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS
3 Ways to Block the Rays
Media Coverage
Exposure: 17,548,811
Value: $131,383.70
WATCH NOW

Other TV and Print Media

CBC NEWS
Concerns about missed skin
cancer screening during
pandemic

HEALTH INSIGHT
In Canada, 1,999 Melanomas Went
Undiagnosed since the Start of the
COVID-19 Pandemic

ZOOMER
More than skin deep: the path
from diagnosis to treatment for
Canadians with melanoma

CTV MORNING LIVE
May is Melanoma Awareness
Month with Dr. Julia Carroll

THE KIT & ELLE MAGAZINE IRISH LOOP
Why You Absolutely Need To Another successful Strides for
Wear Sunscreen Year Round Melanoma

MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS
CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP UPDATES
Skin Spectrum Summit
Skin Spectrum Summit, now in its seventh successful year, is the first and only medical conference
in Canada focused on treating Skin of Colour patients with a focus on Fitzpatrick skin types III-VI.
CADTH: decision-making in an age of uncertainty. As one of the major health technology assessment conferences in the world, this must-attend event offers a unique opportunity for delegates to
learn from local, national, and international experts, and to share their own expertise and knowledge.

CAPO Conference
The purpose of the Canadian Association of Psychosocial Oncology is to foster and encourage interdisciplinary excellence in psychosocial research education and clinical practice in oncology.
Conference 2021 Theme: “Advocating for All” Psychosocial Oncology at the intersection of Equity,
Diversity and Inclusion.

15th Canadian Melanoma Conference
The Canadian Melanoma Conference is Canada’s international flagship meeting on the research
and treatment of melanoma.

Translational Research Conference
The 2021 OICR Translational Research Conference, held on March 25 and 26, 2021, brought
together Ontario’s cancer research community to spark collaboration, promote innovation and
facilitate networking, with the ultimate goal of mobilizing Ontario research excellence in the fight
against cancer

Melanoma Research Alliance Patient and Advocate Forum
MRA’s Melanoma Exchange Patient Forum, brought together melanoma patients, survivors,
advocates, and their loved ones to provide lay-friendly, state-of-the-science education, promote
collaboration, and provide networking opportunities across the melanoma community.

CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP UPDATES
CONTINUED..
10th World Congress of Melanoma
The program provided rich educational opportunities for all delegates. The field of melanoma was
covered as well as Squamous Cell Carcinoma (SCC), Merkel Cell Carcinoma (MCC), Basal Cell Carcinoma (BCC), Actinic Keratosis, Cutaneous Sarcoma and Cutaneous T- and B-Cell Lymphoma.

2021 National Lymphedema Conference
The theme of the conference was Moving Evidence into Practice. The conference took place over 2
days from Friday, December 3 to Saturday, December 4, 2021; and included a single track of
presentations, lectures, abstracts and sponsored sessions with live Q&A to promote positive
change. This was an opportunity to learn from thought leaders around the globe to share their
lymphedema-related research and experience. Melanoma Canada was a featured exhibitor.

2021 CADTH Virtual Symposium
The 2021 CADTH Symposium was held online on November 2, 3, and 4.
The theme was Uncertain Times, Imperfect Evidence, and the Imperative to
Act. This was an opportunity to connect with Canadian and international
experts for three days of education, information sharing, and networking
on the objective assessment and evaluation of health technologies.

WHAT’S NEW ON OUR WEBSITE
Melanoma Canada prides ourselves on having the most robust and informative melanoma and
skin cancer website in the country. Our goal is to leverage this resource to communicate relevant
content with patients, caregivers, and clinicians.
Find a dermatologist in Canada
melanomanetwork.ca/find-a-dermatologist-canada/
Basal Cell Carcinoma (BCC) Microsite
melanomanetwork.ca/BCC/
Caregiver Support Group
melanomanetwork.ca/caregiversupport/
Melanoma, Skin of Colour
melanomanetwork.ca/skin-of-colour/
Uveal Webinar
melanomanetwork.ca/patienteducation/uvealweb/
Patient Story
melanomanetwork.ca/general/brandons-melanoma-journey/
melanomanetwork.ca/general/my-personal-journey-with-malignant-melanoma/
Mole Mapping and Rapid Access Clinics
melanomanetwork.ca/find-a-dermatologist-canada/
Clinical Trials
melanomanetwork.ca/clinical-trials/

VISIT MELANOMANETWORK.CA

Strides for Melanoma has become Melanoma Canada’s single most important community awareness and fundraising initiative. The walk has grown from one location in 2011 to over 14 locations
in 2021. Due to impact of COVID-19, our 2021 walk was held virtually. Thanks to incredible support
from our sponsors, patient community and volunteers, Strides for Melanoma 2021 raised over
$270,000 and was a finalist for the Charity Village Awards, Best Fundraising Campaign (under 20
Staff)

EVENTS
Golf & Grill presented by Avison Young
New in 2021, the inaugural Golf & Grill presented by Avison Young offered GTA golfers the
opportunity to combine their passion for golf with their love for great BBQ, while promoting
the importance of sun safety on the golf course.
The tournament was attended by over 70 golfers and helped raise over $75,000 for
Melanoma Canada’s patient programs.

7 Summits Snowshoe Challenge for Skin Cancer
presented by Neutrogena
Announced in November, 2021, the 7 Summits Snowshoe Challenge for Skin Cancer
presented by Neutrogena quickly became a fan favorite, attracting a new audience of
winter sports enthusiasts from across the country. The Challenge offered both a virtual
and live-event component and promoted the importance of winter sun safety to
prevent skin cancer.

HOSTED IN SUPPORT OF
MELANOMA CANADA
• Motors N’ Music
• Pelaton 4 Melanoma
• Sessanta Miglia
• Streaming for Melanoma
• Yorkville Exotic Car Show
• Yorkville Run

NEW WAYS TO GIVE?
• Willfora
• Moka
• e-Cards
• Trureal
• Gifted
• Donate your Aeroplan Miles

DONATE TODAY

MEANINGFUL PARTNERSHIPS
Thank you to our Aﬃliate Partners

Melanoma Canada’s Aﬃliate partners help further our mission and improve outcomes for
melanoma and skin cancer patients in Canada.

VALUED SUPPORTERS
Melanoma Canada could not deliver or
provide our services and resources without the support of our community. We
are incredibly grateful to all of our donors,
fundraisers, corporate, pharmaceutical,
and foundation partners. We would like
to thank these generous donors who
contributed $5,000+ in 2020/21.

• Annette Cyr

• Lindy Green Foundation

• Captain Sun Safe

• Michele Christl

• Carol Hong

• Peloton 4 Melanoma

• Clare’s Team
• Douglas Wright Foundation
• E Lawton Investments
• Estate of Charles, Evelyn and Sandra Dolansky
• Falyn Katz

• Sailors Striding for Melanoma
• Slip!Slop!Slap!
• Soles for Moles
• Streaming for Melanoma

• Faught Strong

(@P1KAPEACH)

• GetSkinHelp
• In loving memory of Janice May Touesnard
• J-Team

• Team Bochele
• The Real Slim Shady
• Walking in Memory of SEATON

• Linda Jeronimus

THANK YOU
TO OUR
CORPORATE
PARTNERS

• Rays of Hope

• Yorkville Exotic Car Show
•
•
•
•
•
•

Avison Young
Bristol Myers Squibb
Columbia Sportswear
Innovative Medicines Canada
Johnson & Johnson
LiUNA Local 183

•
•
•
•
•
•

Merck
Novartis
Pfizer
Sanofi
Shop 4 Charity
Sun Pharma

THANK YOU MELANOMA CANADA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
To our Supporters MNC is grateful for the continued support of our
sponsors, and generous donors. Their generosity allows us to provide
world-class programs and services.

Allison McManus
Annette Cyr
Brett Armstrong
David Elsner
Elaine McWhirter
Elaine Yan
Jessica Huck
Jessica Minardi
Julia Carroll
Logan Crowell
Marcel Wieder
Margo Kennedy
Mark Allan
Mark McLean
Michele Christl
Neill Brown
Simon Kent
Stephanie Campbell

Become a Board Member
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