
 
 
Melanoma Network of Canada Backgrounder 
 
The Melanoma Network of Canada (MNC) was founded in 2009 by Annette Cyr, a patient and three-
time melanoma survivor. 
 
MNC provides support services, information and programs for individuals whose lives have been 
changed by melanoma.  It is the leading national voice for melanoma patients in Canada for early 
detection and improved treatment access, and works diligently to prevent more Canadians from 
developing melanoma through public awareness and youth and adult education on sun safety.  
 
MNC’s Mission:  
 

• MNC supports individuals whose lives have been changed by melanoma. 
• MNC advances the prevention of melanoma through advocacy and education.  

 
Building on these objectives, MNC has created the following programs: 
 

• Patient Information Sessions: MNC liaises closely with the major cancer centres across Canada 
and collaborates with the patient and family resource teams to coordinate and deliver 
melanoma education sessions. These sessions provide patients and their families with current 
information on treatment, therapies, health and wellness and future advancements and allow 
them opportunities to ask questions. The sessions also provide an important service by 
connecting the patients, decreasing anxiety, depression and feelings of isolation that often 
accompany a diagnosis. 
 

• Screen Me™ SUN AWARE™ youth education program: In summer 2014, with financial 
support of the Douglas Wright Foundation, MNC developed the Screen Me SUN AWARE 
program, a multifaceted educational program developed to encourage youth, teens and young 
adults to adopt sun safe practices. The Screen Me SUN AWARE program reminds youth that 
activities such as seeking shade, putting on sunscreen, sunglasses and wearing hats is an easy 
way to prevent melanoma and other skin cancers. With a successful pilot in 2014, the 2016 
Screen Me SUN AWARE program reached over 70,000 youth and over 800 staff with messages of 
sun safety. 

 
• “Within Reach” volunteer peer to peer support: A cancer diagnosis is a life changing, 

frightening and stressful event and many patients often feel alone and isolated. Providing 
patients with someone who has been down the same path can provide immeasurable support. 
This program provides an opportunity for new patients, or patients with a change in their 
medical condition, to connect with another patient who shares a similar path. Peer to peer 
support does not replace professional counselling and/or medical advice. Throughout 2016, 
MNC responded to over 2,000 calls and emails from patients and family members needing 
information about their diagnosis and treatment or for mental health issues and support.   



 

 
• Online discussion forum: Accessible through the website, the online forum is a vital ‘just-in-

time’ communication tool. It is an open community for patients, care givers and health care 
professionals to ask questions, exchange ideas, swap information and offer support, from the 
comfort of home. 

 
Sponsorship for these programs is received from various grants, fundraising initiatives and signature 
events such as Tee off for Melanoma Awareness and the annual national Strides for Melanoma Walk 
for Awareness. National participation and contribution allows MNC to continue to develop its unique 
educational and support programs for melanoma patients across Canada.  
 
National Presence: 
MNC is active in all provinces providing patient information sessions, peer support, and actively 
supporting access to the latest drug and treatment therapies. MNC’s website supports over 4,000 visits 
per month and the quarterly newsletter reaches thousands of patients, cancer centres and medical 
professionals across the country. 
 
About the Melanoma Network of Canada (MNC): 
The Melanoma Network of Canada (MNC) provides support services, information and programs for 
individuals whose lives have been changed by melanoma. MNC provides the leading national voice for 
melanoma patients in Canada for early detection and improved treatment access and works diligently to 
prevent more Canadians from developing melanoma through public awareness and youth and adult 
education on sun safety.  For more information, please visit www.melanomanetwork.ca. Charitable 
Registration number: 854913050RR0001 
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For more information on the Melanoma Network of Canada, please visit www.melanomanetwork.ca or 
contact: 
 
Peter Ashworth | Ashworth Associates Inc. | 416-603-6005 | peter@ashworthassociates.com 
Peggy Sheffield | Peggy Sheffield & Associates Inc. | 416-246-0474 | psheffield@psapr.com 
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