












“It’s melanoma,” my husband, Gordon Cornwall, said. My heart sank. In December 
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ing of it. But when it didn’t go away, our family doctor sent Gordon to a dermatolo-
gist who diagnosed a squamous cell skin cancer. She booked surgery for the 
middle of February 2012

Dr. Hamid’s MK 3475 study was no longer accepting new patients. It was a particularly attractive trial since all participants got 
the investigational drug; there was no control group. Could I �nd another clinic o�ering the same study? I started working the 
phone. After many calls, I was thrilled to discover that the START clinic in San Antonio, Texas, was running the study we 
wanted. It had just two slots left—and a deadline. The drug company, Merck, wanted the last patients enrolled by August 8. 

We scrambled to get Gordon in and even though we missed the deadline, Merck let him participate. On August 12, Gordon 
�ew to Texas for his �rst infusion. Three days after he came home, he noticed one tumour on his right shoulder had started to 
soften and shrink. He kept quiet about it because he �gured I would assume he was crazy. But by the �fth day, he couldn’t 
keep the news to himself any longer. When he told me, I did think he was crazy! I had no idea an immunotherapy could work 
so quickly. The tumour on Gordon’s shoulder melted away before our very eyes. He had four more infusions. In early Decem-
ber, a PET plus CT scan con�rmed that all Gordon’s tumours were gone.  I told everyone that Christmas came early that year. 
Gordon’s scans continue to be clear and we are cautiously optimistic about the future. 

Though Gordon’s story shows the bene�ts of being able to participate in a clinical trial, our provincial insurance, BC MSP, did 
not help us with the costs. We had to pay for travel, accommodation, as well as some for some scans and medical tests in San 
Antonio. Merck provided the drug, so we didn’t have to pay for that! Gordon visited Texas once for a pre-treatment check-up, 
5 times for treatments, and 5 times for follow-ups. The total cost to us was about $15,000. 

MK3475, now called pembrolizumab or Keytruda, has been approved in Canada. 
More information on this story can be found in my book, Battling Melanoma: one couple’s struggle from diagnosis to cure, 
published by Rowman & Little�eld.  

By Claudia Cornwall

Looking for more patient stories? Visit www.melanomanetwork.ca/about/patientstories/ 

Natalie Love & Family

MNC is proud to introduce the newest member of our team.  Cheryl Pereira is taking on 
the role of Patient Programs & Outreach Coordinator.  Cheryl earned her Master’s degree 
in Public Health with a focus on health promotion and community outreach, specializing 
in program and education strategy, development and evaluation. Cheryl will oversee, 
coordinate and plan our Sun AwareTM Camp Programs, our Peer to Peer support program, 
Patient Exchange Support Groups, pubic prevention and awareness programs and 
advocacy as well as Patient Information Sessions across Canada.
 
You can reach Cheryl at 
1.877.560.8035 x 105 or 
email  cpereira@melanomanetwork.ca
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6th Annual Golf Tournament & Luncheon

SAVE THE DATE

September 24, 2017
18 Locations Across Canada

www.melanomanetwork.ca/walk2017

www.melanomanetwork.ca/teeoff2017

· breakfast on the go               · green and cart fees
· prize competitions                 · cocktail reception 
· 2 drink tickets           · Gift bag 
· buffet lunch with Danielle Michaud, CITY TV  
· on the spot mole scanning by MedX             
· live and silent auctions (tickets to Bruno Mars, Blue Jays,    
  Air Canada and much more)

GOLF
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INCLUDE

Register Today

Melanoma Network of Canada | info@melanomanetwork.ca | 1-877-560-8035




